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SUBJECT: REQUEST EOR SELF-HELP AID FOR LYCEE AT BONBANGUI 

1. SECOND VICE PRIME MINISTER MAIDOU, WHO IS NOW ACTING 
FOREIGN MINISTER, CALLED ME TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
MARCH 5 TO REQUEST OUR AID FOR A) THE EQUIPPING OF THE 
ECOLE MATERNELLE AT BOBANGUI AND B) CONSTRUCTION OF A 
LYCEE AT BOBANGUI. HE SAID HE KNEW THE EMPEROR 
HAD MENTIONED THESE TO YOU AND WANTED TO MAKE A FORMAL 
REQUEST NOW SO THAT YOU COULD PURSUE IT IN WASHINGTON. 

2. 1 NOTED OUR INTEREST IN BOBANGUI, AS SHOWN BY OUR 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE HEALTH CENTER, WHICH WE HOPED TO 
INAUGURATE SOON. I OBSERVED THAT WITH THE SIGNATURE OF 
THE AGREEMENTS WITH HIM EARLIER IN THE WEEK AND THE EXPECTED 
SIGNATURE OF THE AGREEMENT FOR THE SOCIAL CENTER, WE WOULD 
ONLY HAVE A FEW THOUSAND DOLLARS LEFT FROM THIS YEAR'S 
SELF-HELP EUNDS THAT MIGHT BE USED TO PURCHASE EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE ECOLE MATERNELLE, AND I REQUESTED A LIST OF WHAT 
WAS NEEDED. AS FOR THE LYCEE, THERE MIGHT BE YEAR-END 
MONEY OE FY78 EUNDS, BUT IN ANY CASE THERE WOULD BE A 
PROBLEM BECAUSE OF THE LIKELY SIZE OF THE PROJECT. HE 
ASKED THAT WE CONSIDER MAKING AN EXCEPTION TO PERMIT US 
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TO FINANCE THE WHOLE PROJECT, WHICH WOULD CONSIST OE SIX 
CLASSROOMS AND ADMINISTRATION BUILDINGS MINIMUM AT THE 
OUTSET. I PROMISED TO TRANSMIT THE REQUEST TO YOU AND 
OBSERVED THAT YOU WOULD BE SEEKING ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR 
OUR SELF-HELP PROGRAMS IN ANY CASE. 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS OBVIOUSLY GOING TO BE A PROBLEM. 
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE MAGNITUDE WHICH WILL BE REQUIRED 
WOULD USE UP MOST OF OUR SELF-HELP FUNDS FOR A YEAR, 

EVEN IE WE COULD OBTAIN A WAIVER ON THE PROJECT SIZE. 

IN ANY CASE, WE HAVE SOME TIME TO REELECT BEEORE THE 
ISSUE WILL BECOME URGENT. 

SMITH 
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